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 79 

SUBPART A:  GENERAL PROVISIONS 80 

 81 

Section 301.125  Waivers, Exemptions, and Exceptions 82 
 83 

IEMA may, upon application or upon its own initiative, grant such waivers, exemptions or 84 

exceptions from the requirements of this Part as it determines are authorized by law and will not 85 

result in undue hazard to public health and safety or property.  Waivers, exemptions, or 86 
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exceptions may only be granted for situations that arise from or relate to a federally-declared 87 

emergency or a federal, State, or local disaster, or other circumstance beyond the control of the 88 

entity seeking the waiver, exemption, or exception, or when IEMA determines that such action 89 

would further the policy and purposes of the Act. 90 

 91 

(Source:  Added at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 92 

 93 

SUBPART D:  EXERCISE REQUIREMENTS 94 

 95 

Section 301.450  Waiver of Exercise Requirement  96 
 97 

a) If an actual disaster or emergency occurs during a jurisdiction's four-year exercise 98 

cycle, IEMA, or the county for non-mandated unaccredited ESDAs, has the 99 

discretion to waive the requirements of this Subpart.  In addition to a letter 100 

requesting a waiver, ESDAs shall submit the following documentation as directed 101 

by IEMA or the county, but no later than 60 days prior to the application for 102 

accreditation or certification:  103 

 104 

1) MandatedWithin 60 days after the EOC is no longer active, mandated 105 

ESDAs and non-mandated accredited ESDAs shall submit an After Action 106 

Report (AAR) and a Corrective Action/Improvement Plan to their IEMA 107 

regional office.  In addition, for information purposes only, non-mandated 108 

accredited ESDAs shall also submit the AAR and Corrective 109 

Action/Improvement Plan to the county in which they reside.  110 

 111 

2) ExceptWithin 60 days after the EOC is no longer active, except for those 112 

non-mandated ESDAs accredited pursuant to Section 301.510, non-113 

mandated ESDAs shall submit an After Action Report (AAR) and a 114 

Corrective Action/Improvement Plan to the county in which they reside. 115 

 116 

AGENCY NOTE:  Prior to an ESDA submitting the required documents for a 117 

waiver, IEMA or the county, as appropriate, shall determine which core 118 

capabilities will be evaluated to meet the exercise requirement. 119 

 120 

b) The IEMA State Exercise Officer, in conjunction with the respective Regional 121 

Coordinator, shall be responsible for evaluating waiver requests for mandated and 122 

non-mandated accredited ESDAs.  Counties shall be responsible for evaluating 123 

waiver requests for non-mandated unaccredited ESDAs.  The request waiver and 124 

supporting documentation shall be evaluated consistent with FEMA's Homeland 125 

Security Exercise and Evaluation Program (HSEEP).  The ESDA shall be granted 126 

a waiver if it has successfully completed the process including evaluation of the 127 

core capabilities identified and required for the specific disaster.The actual 128 

response as an exercise shall be approved or accepted in the same manner as an 129 
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exercise is approved or accepted pursuant to Sections 301.430 and 301.440.  130 

 131 

c) The IEMA State Exercise Officer and counties shall provide approvals of waiver 132 

requests in writing. 133 

 134 

(Source:  Amended at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 135 

 136 

SUBPART E:  ACCREDITATION AND CERTIFICATION OF ESDAS 137 

 138 

Section 301.510  Accreditation of ESDAs  139 
 140 

a) The following ESDAs are eligible to apply for IEMA accreditation:  141 

 142 

1) Mandated ESDAs; and  143 

 144 

2) Non-mandated ESDAs determined biennially by the IEMA Director, or 145 

his/her designee, to have demonstrated justification to IEMA for 146 

accreditation eligibility based on the following political subdivision 147 

criteria:  148 

 149 

A) Heightened, greater than average disaster vulnerability;  150 

 151 

B) An increased need for ESDA services in the political subdivision 152 

due to all of the following:  153 

 154 

i) Population size and concentration;  155 

 156 

ii) Insufficiency of county ESDA resources to meet the 157 

emergency management needs of the political subdivision; 158 

and  159 

 160 

iii) A high concentration of emergency management resources 161 

in the political subdivision existing prior to the 162 

accreditation eligibility review;  163 

 164 

C) Evidence that the ESDA coordinator provides to the political 165 

subdivision a paid emergency management work effort as 166 

coordinator of at least 50% of the political subdivision's standard 167 

full-time work week, not including exercise hours; and  168 

 169 

D) Documentation of the emergency management services provided 170 

to the political subdivision by the ESDA, including, but not limited 171 

to, documentation of emergency operations plans, training, 172 
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exercises, and actual responses, during a minimum of the past 5 173 

years.  174 

 175 

b) For IEMA accreditation, eligible applicants, determined in accordance with 176 

subsection (a), shall satisfy all of the following requirements:  177 

 178 

1) Submit a copy of the political subdivision ordinance creating the ESDA 179 

affixed with the official seal by the clerk of the political subdivision.  180 

 181 

2) Submit documentation of the ESDA coordinator's Notice of Appointment 182 

card.  183 

 184 

3) Submit evidence that the political subdivision supports a paid emergency 185 

management work effort of at least 50% of the political subdivision's 186 

standard full-time work week, not including exercise hours.  187 

 188 

4) Submit documentation that:  189 

 190 

A) An ESDA coordinator appointed after January 1, 2002 has 191 

completed, within 12 months after the date of appointment, the 192 

IEMA New Coordinators Workshop Course and the Principles of 193 

Emergency Management Course or courses determined by IEMA 194 

to be consistent with or at least as stringent as these courses; and  195 

 196 

B) After the first year of appointment, or for ESDA coordinators 197 

appointed prior to January 1, 2002, the ESDA coordinator has 198 

biennially completed 48 hours of professional development 199 

training, of which a minimum of 24 hours is IEMA-sponsored 200 

professional development training.  The IEMA-sponsored 201 

professional development training program shall, at a minimum, be 202 

consistent with and at least as stringent as the FEMA Professional 203 

Development Series.  Coordinators may receive credit for up to 24 204 

hours of non-IEMA-sponsored professional development training, 205 

including, but not limited to, emergency management conferences, 206 

independent study courses, college courses or internet courses, but 207 

only if such training is consistent with or at least as stringent as 208 

training in the IEMA-sponsored professional development training 209 

program and is pre-approved for a specific number of credit hours 210 

in writing by IEMA prior to the training.  211 

 212 

5) Complete an EOP that meets the requirements of Subparts B and C.  213 

 214 

6) Conduct an exercise in accordance with the requirements of Subpart D.  215 
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 216 

7) Complete and submit all current National Incident Management System 217 

(NIMS) compliance documents as established by IEMA. 218 

 219 

c) The term of accreditation shall be at leastis two years but not longer than four 220 

years, with beginning and ending dates indicated on the accreditation document 221 

issued by IEMA.  IEMA may extend an existing term of accreditation as long as 222 

the total term of accreditation does not exceed four years.  Eligible ESDA 223 

applicants may seek accreditation renewal by satisfying the requirements of 224 

subsection (b).  225 

 226 

d) IEMA shall issue an accreditation document, including extensions of an existing 227 

term of accreditation, under signature of the IEMA Director.  228 

 229 

(Source:  Amended at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 230 

 231 

Section 301.520  Certification of Non-Mandated ESDAs  232 
 233 

a) Except for those non-mandated ESDAs accredited in accordance with Section 234 

301.510, non-mandated ESDAs may apply to an accredited county or multiple 235 

county ESDA serving the county in which the non-mandated ESDA is located, for 236 

certification, or to IEMA in the event that no accredited county or multiple county 237 

ESDA serves the county in which the non-mandated ESDA is located.  Each 238 

accredited county or multiple county ESDA, or IEMA in the event that no 239 

accredited county or multiple county ESDA serves the county in which the non-240 

mandated ESDA is located, may issue certification to non-mandated ESDAs 241 

located within its geographic boundaries, if the non-mandated ESDAs satisfy the 242 

following requirements:  243 

 244 

1) Submit a copy of the political subdivision ordinance creating the ESDA 245 

affixed with the official seal by the clerk of the political subdivision.  246 

 247 

2) Submit documentation of the ESDA coordinator's Notice of Appointment 248 

card.  249 

 250 

3) Submit documentation that:  251 

 252 

A) An ESDA coordinator appointed after January 1, 2002, has 253 

completed, within 12 months after the date of appointment, the 254 

IEMA New Coordinators Workshop Course and the Principles of 255 

Emergency Management Course or courses determined by IEMA 256 

to be consistent with or at least as stringent as these courses; and  257 

 258 



  JCAR290301-2011354r02 

 

 

B) After the first year of appointment, or for ESDA coordinators 259 

appointed prior to January 1, 2002, the ESDA coordinator has 260 

biennially completed 48 hours of professional development 261 

training, of which a minimum of 24 hours is IEMA-sponsored 262 

professional development training.  The IEMA-sponsored 263 

professional development training program shall, at a minimum, be 264 

consistent with and at least as stringent as the FEMA Professional 265 

Development Series.  Coordinators may receive credit for up to 24 266 

hours of non-IEMA-sponsored professional development training, 267 

including, but not limited to, emergency management conferences, 268 

independent study courses, college courses or internet courses, but 269 

only if such training is consistent with or at least as stringent as 270 

training in the IEMA-sponsored professional development training 271 

program and is pre-approved for a specific number of credit hours 272 

in writing by IEMA prior to the training.  273 

 274 

4) Complete an EOP that meets the requirements of Subparts B and C that is 275 

reviewed and accepted by the county or multiple county ESDA in 276 

accordance with Section 301.320.  277 

 278 

5) Conduct an exercise in accordance withand evaluation that meets the 279 

requirements of Subpart D that is accepted by the county or multiple 280 

county ESDA in accordance with Section 301.440.  281 

 282 

b) The certification term shall be at leastis two years, but no longer than four years, 283 

with beginning and ending dates indicated on the certificate issued by the 284 

accredited county or multiple county ESDA under signature of the appropriate 285 

jurisdictionaccredited county or multiple county ESDA and IEMA.  The existing 286 

certification may be extended by the appropriate jurisdiction as long as the total 287 

certification does not exceed four years.  The non-mandated ESDA may seek 288 

renewal of its certification.  289 

 290 

(Source:  Amended at 44 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 291 


